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23 September 1993

Washington, D.C.

THE WNG AND WINDING ROAD 'IV PEACE: THE MIDDLE EAST AGREEMENT.
"It is time to put an end to decades of confrontation and conflict, recognize their mutual
legitimate and political rights, and strive to live in peaceful coexistence and mutual dignity and
security and achieve a just, lasting and comprehensive peace settlement and historic
reconciliation through the agreed political process. "

The words are those of the historic agreement signed this week, and it was with awe and
wonder that I watched from the crowd in the White House Rose Garden as Palestinian Liberation
Organization Chairman Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin shook hands to
establish limited self-rule for Palestinians in Gaza and Jericho. This historic agreement, this
accord for the ages, comes after years of turmoil and efforts for peace that seemed in vain. The
words of the day touched everyone.
"I want to tell the Palestinian delegation that we are sincere," Prime Minister Rabin said.
"We who have fought against you, the Palestinians, we say to you today, in a loud and clear
voice: Enough of blood and tears! Enough!"
"The battle for peace is the most difficult battle of our lives," Chairman Arafat followed.
"It deserves our utmost efforts because the land of peace, the iand of peace yearns for a just and

comprehensive peace."
For me, having been involved in numerous visits, working sessions and other activities
related to the Middle East, I humbly felt I had made a contribution to the moment. I had the
opportuQity to visit with my good friends former Presidents Bush and Carter and to reflect on the
historic moment. Though the land of Jericho and Jerusalem is far from that of Mission and
McAllen, this achievement has meaning for all of us. "Shalom, salaam, peace," President Clinton
said in his remarks. We are all neighbors in this world.

•

•

•

NAFTA MEETING IN McALLEN: U.S. AND MEXICAN COMMERCE SECRETARIES
COME TOGETHER. Adding to the international flavor of the past week and the sense of
bringing nations together, I had the pleasure of bringing the Commerce Secretaries of both 'the
United States and Mexico to our area to discuss the mutual benefits NAFTA will have for both
our countries and the border area in particular. U.S. Commerce Secretary Ron Brown and
Mexican Secretary of Commerce and Industrial Development Jaime Serra Puche came together
in a strong show of support for NAFTA and showed how much we have in common. The day
included a working lunch in Mission, a meeting with government and business leaders in
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McAllen, and tours of the PharrlMilpas Industrial Park, the site of the Pharr International Bridge
Project and the facilities of the Hidalgo-Reynosa Bridge. But it was only a prelude to the NAFTA
kickoff at the White House the following Monday. The event was attended by fonner Presidents
Bush, Carter and Ford, with whom I had the opportunity to discuss the tremendous potential for
NAFTA and to reminisce on our years serving together and our friendly association.

•

•

•

HISPA/(ICHERITAGE MONTH. The festivities of Hispanic Heritage Month are now underway
across the country and in South Texas, and here in Washington they include everything from
festivals to lectures to dancing to bilingual tours of the Smithsonian. Already there has been a
musical festival at the National Zoo, a mariachi perfonnance by one of the New Mexico's frnest
mariachi, "Mariachi Tenampa," Chancellor of New York Public Schools Joseph Hernandez
discussed the challenges facing school systems serving culturally diverse communities at the
National Museum of American History, and the Hispanic Heritage Awards were held. But this
is only the beginning!
The month and its events run through October 15, and scheduled in Washington are
Hispanic food tastings, a tribute to Cesar Chavez, numerous fiestas and symposiums on Hispanic
issues, including one on migrant farmworker issues, and the annual Hispanic Caucus gala will
be honored by the presence of President Clinton. If you will be in Washington during this time,
I hope you can take advantage of the many events. You can get more infonnation on Hispanic
Heritage Month through the Congressional Hispanic Caucus, 557 Ford house Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20515, (202) 226-3430, or through the Smithsonian Institution by calling a 24hour recording of events at (202) 357-4574 (English) or (202) 633-9126 (Spanish).
Here's wishing a happy Hispanic Heritage Month to you and yours. For Hispanics, it is
an important time to remember our heritage, progress and contributions.

•

•

•

U.S. CAPITOL BICENTENNIAL. With a reenactment the cornerstone laying 200 years ago, the
unveiling of a major new mural in the Capitol, the sounds of U.S. Marine Corps Band, and an
honorary dinner and symposium examining the building's origins, the U.S. Capitol Historical
Soc;iety this past weekend celebrated the 200th birthday of the U.S. Capitol.
"This is an opportunity to engage Americans in a collective conversation about the
meaning of this building and about the role of its legislative institutions and national personalities
in our lives," Society President Clarence Brown said of the anniversary.
But the celebration continues into next month for, as I have noted previously, on Oct. 23

the newly refurbished Statue of Freedom will be airlifted and returned to the top of the U.S.
Capitol. House and Senate leaders will speak about the anniversary, statile and cornerstone.

•

•

•
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